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EXISTING TOGETHER: WHAT DOES IT MEAN 
TO BE AN LGBT ALLIANCE ON A CATHOLIC 
CAMPUS?
Christina Everett, Dan Parker, Paul Fitzpatrick
Faculty Advisors: Jack Downey, Julie Regan, and Vince Kling
A Quick Show of hands…
How many people know someone who is LGBTQ?
How many people know a friend that is LGBTQ?
How many people know a family member that is LGBTQ?
How many people know someone on campus that is LGBTQ?




Rates of suicide attempts:
4 times greater for LGB youth
2 times greater for questioning youth
40% of transgender adults have reported making a 
suicide attempt in their lifetime
92% of those individuals made an attempt before 
they were 25 years old
1 in 6 high school students nationwide considered 
suicide in the past year (less than 17%)
LGB Youth with rejecting families: 8.4 times as 
likely to attempt suicide than other LGB peers. 
All students, regardless of sexual orientation, 
reported less depression, suicidal feelings, drug 
use, and unexcused absences from school when 
they were 1) in a positive school climate and 2) not 
experiencing homophobic teasing
WHAT IS AN ALLIANCE 




When do you think the 
first college Gay-
Straight Alliance was 
formed?
When do you think that 
the first attempts to 
form an alliance were 
made at La Salle?




■ 1971- SIR’s Constitution written
■ Feb 18, 1972- Br. Daniel Burke’s statement on SIR, limiting 
existence
■ Late Oct 1972- Ad for SIR appears in Philadelphia magazine
■ Nov 3, 1972- Thomas McCarthy VP of Student Affairs 
rescinds SIR’s use of university facilities
■ Throughout Nov 1972- Student response: calls to protest by 
Timothy Dlugos, Student Action Coalition
■ Mar 2, 1973- Letter from McCarthy to Burke about 
establishing new guidelines for SIR, keeping this low profile 
■ After March 1973 - ??? 
1971-1973

The History of 
the current 
Alliance








■ Sexual intercourse should only occur in a 
marriage between a man and a woman 
and must be open to the conception of life
■ A homosexual orientation is not immoral in 
itself, but homosexual behavior is




■ “One’s total personhood is not reducible to 
sexual orientation or behavior”
■ Respect the dignity of ALL people and 
recognize human rights and 
responsibilities
■ “The human rights of homosexual persons 
must be defended… all of us must strive to 
eliminate any forms of injustice, 
oppression, or violence against them”




“We call on all Christians and citizens 
of good will to confront their own fears 
about homosexuality and to curb the 
humor and discrimination that offend 
homosexual persons. We understand 
that having a homosexual orientation 
brings with it enough anxiety, pain, and 
issues related to self-acceptance 
without society bringing additional 
prejudicial treatment”








The community of a Catholic University 
should include:
– A spirit of freedom and charity
– Mutual respect 
– Sincere dialogue
– Protection of the rights of 
individuals
– Unity









A Catholic University serves the 
Church and Society through:
– Promotion of social justice
– Commitment to the growth of 
all men and women 
– Promotion of the development 
of minorities and those who 
are marginalized
– Contributing to the progress 







■ As of 2016, 55% of Americans said they 
support same-sex marriage
■ While less than 50% of Baby Boomers were 
supportive, about 74% of Millennials said 
they were supportive
■ 58% of Catholics said they support same-
sex marriage, as compared to 40% in 2001
From the Pew Research Center
HOW DO LASALLIAN
VALUES COME INTO 
PLAY?
The Values of Association
■ Stresses “the relevance of human 
nature and the value of education” 
in the massively interconnected 
global context we now live in.
■ Specifically speaks out against 
discrimination based on gender 
and sexual orientation
■ Educating the whole person, and 
recognizing human dignity in every 
face
■ Unity in Diversity: The need and 
call for everyone to be at the table 
for the Kingdom of God.
Our University’s Mission
“As a Lasallian university, named for St. John Baptist de La Salle, 
patron saint of teachers, La Salle promotes excellence in teaching 
and scholarship, demonstrates respect for each person, nurtures 
mentoring relationships, and encourages authentic community... 
All members of our community are called to maintain a heightened 
sensitivity to those marginalized within society as they practice 
civic engagement, provide leadership with a global perspective, 
and contribute to the common good.”
Other Lasallian Values 




Seeing a Problem, Proposing a solution (pg 42)
Educating the whole person (Pg. 58-60)
What does 
the Pope say? 
Good: 
“If a person is gay and seeks out the Lord 
and is willing, who am I to judge that 
person?”
“In my pastoral work, there is no place for 
homophobia. 
Not So Good: 
There is a “world war to destroy marriage 
and the family.” 
“Gender theory is ideological colonization.” 
Some Questions to Consider 
■ What responsibility does La Salle have to support the 
activities of the Alliance? 
■ What can we do as an Alliance to better serve the LGBTQ 
and wider campus community? 
■ Would you be comfortable attending Alliance events--
such as a queer dance party? If not, what would make 
you feel more comfortable participating? 
■ Do you have any questions for us? 
Join us 
for our 
next 
event!
